
The 2014 Grand Course 
A Photographer's Retrospection 

H eart racing faster than the camera's 
motor drive, mind whirling in slow 
motion ... Will this be the course that 

runs straight to the lens and allows us to see 
what's really happening when Sighthounds 
give it their all? Will any of the hundreds of 
things that can go wrong result in another 
batch of deleted files, or will this be the day, 

By Charles and Patricia Alexander 

the seemingly never-ending drought held the 
likelihood of hard ground and its resulting 
damage to dogs ' feet. But the possibilities of 
high temperatures and/or "blown pads" weren't 
the end of the worriers' concerns. Would 
there even be enough black-tailed jackrabbits 
still alive in the desert landscape, which was 
showing no signs of the usual green grass, 

the hour, the minute --------------- to hold a three-day (or 
longer, if necessary) that everything comes 

together just as intended? 
Photographers, like 
open field coursing 
enthusiasts, are forever 
optimists and gamblers. 
We know that the 

''If you like to sleep in, 
open field coursing 

might not be the best fit 
for your life style ... " 

coursing event? The 
January-February rains 
never came, and some 
of the most concerned 
owners waited until very 

progressive jackpot is 
overdue, and why not for us on this very day at 
this very time? 

Just scheduling the 2014 Grand Course, 
the 44th to be run, was a declaration of faith. 
The weather for Central California was 
forecast to be dangerously warm (high 70s) 
for the Presidents' Day holiday weekend, and 
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close to the cut-off date 
to enter their dogs. But 

in the end, enter they did, some 58 in total, 
representing the following Sighthound breeds: 
Afghan Hound, Galgo Espanol, Greyhound., 
Ibizan Hound, Irish Wolfhound, Magyar Agar, 
Saluki, Silken Windhounds, and Whippets. 

The Friday night before the first day of 
coursing gets underway, an awards dinner is 
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held at a nice hotel in a nearby city. Besides 
honoring achievements and announcing point 
totals for the season just past, a donation raffle 
is held to raise money for the National Open 
Field Coursing Association (NOFCA). Also at 
the awards dinner, a random draw is done for 
the Saturday and Sunday breed hunts. 

If you like to sleep in, open field coursing 
might not be the best fit for your life style. 
Suffice it to say that it was a challenge for 
us to be at Denny's restaurant, finished with 
breakfast, and ready for the roll call by 6:00 
A.M. all three days. Like old age, coursing is 
not for sissies. As a photographer, there is a 
reason that my portfolio contains more sunsets 
than sunrises. Maybe the old age analogy is the 
clue, because I can remember back in the day 
meeting at the Pine Cone restaurant in Merced 
at the same ungodly hour, but the excitement 
and gambler's rush obliterated any concern for 
lack of sleep. 

When I first started coursing Salukis in 
the late 1960s, I already had two 35mm film 
cameras and a make-shift darkroom. Money . 
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FACING PAGE: 
Top left: Greyhound Huntington s Fantasia CC 
CM coursing through thick brush. 
Top center: Hanging on to camera gear on SUV 
roof-top. 
Top right, Whippet Elektra s Scimitar of Scirocco, 
totally tucked in the airborne flight of his double
suspension gallop. 
Center left: Irish Wolfhound Glenn Eyries 
Rhonda of Eirinn, beautifully executing a double
suspension gallop. 
Center right, Silken Windhound Talisman s Light 
ofHelios and Galgo Espana! Easyrider Pasajera 
Serena neck and neck in pursuit of the hare. 
Bottom left: Greyhound Hattie Peach CC at full 
extension. Note the orange GPS collar. 
Bottom right: Grand Course winner Fullerton 
II leads, followed by George Bell and dam 
Huntington s Fantasia CC CM 

was scarce (I was still in school), so there were 
no fancy telephoto lenses in my camera bag. 
But my imagination was fully intact, and I 
knew early on that it would be a lifetime goal 
to capture the exhilarating speed and dynamic 
maneuvers of open field coursing. 

In the years that followed, I tried a 
relatively high-end Canon Super 8 movie 
camera and increasingly more sophisticated 
35mm film cameras, but unless a course came 
straight through the gallery, the results were 
mainly unimpressive. I often reflect on those 
early days to try to identify what it was that I 
was really after, and more importantly, why did 
I want it? 

The answers I've settled on are not all that 

complex. First, I wanted to see then what I still 
want to see today: the unseen. When a hound 
and/or hare makes a sharp tum, what are the 
relative positions of the feet, legs, body, and 
head? What does the double-suspension gallop 
really look like when a hound is running flat 
out? Second, I wanted a memory, apart from 
what was recorded in my brain, of a very short
lived event, as well as of the people and places 
that made up that event. 

I have to think that my objectives for 
photographing coursing 
weren't and aren't that 

Dan Belkin, who back in the early 1970s first 
figured out that standing on a haystack or any 
other elevated vantage point gave judges a 
much better view of the action than could be 
obtained by having them positioned at ground 
level. These days, at the Grand Course or 
other coursing meetings, the judge or judges 
are almost always positioned on the roof of 
a van, and that van periodically moves along 
perimeter dirt roads to stay as close as possible 
to the expected coursing action. 

far removed from those 
of modem-day coursing 
enthusiasts. Look at 

((To preserve endangered 
habitats, participants [are} 

never allowed to drive 

To preserve 
endangered habitats and 
animals, it is imperative 
that all vehicles, 
participants, judges, and 
photographers be confined 
to established dirt roads across the coursing field." 

the general-store gear 
hanging off the chests of 
enthusiasts on the line or 
in the coursing gallery. 

_......;... _______________ and never be allowed to 

You will likely see one or more cameras. 
And don't forget the camera that nearly all 
of us carry in our pockets. I often speak 
disparagingly of cell phone cameras, but truth 
be told, the digital images that the newer ones 
produce easily exceed the quality potential of 
the film cameras I started with years ago. 

Most of my best shots would not have 
been possible without access to the platform/ 
deck on the roof of an SUV. The fields used for 
the two Grand Courses we attended in 2013 and 
2014 are very, very flat, and even what would 
normally be considered light brush can easily 
block all but the initial seconds of a typical 
course. 

I believe it was Saluki breeder, the late 

drive across the coursing 
fields. Sometimes I had to drive the SUV 
myself, stop and transfer all of the camera gear 
to the roof, and hope that a course didn't get 
underway before I was ready. Other times, I 
enjoyed the luxury of a driver while I remained 
on the roof and desperately clung to the tripod 
to keep it, the camera, and me from toppling 
off the platform. There were a few close calls, 
but apart from my worn-out back, no pain was 
inflicted, and none of the gear was damaged. 

Gal go Espana! Easyrider Pasajera Serena and Afghan Hound Humbabarauma of Synergon charging 
through the plow right towards the camera lens. 

The big downside to my 800 mm lens, 
digital camera with extra battery pack and full
size tripod is the nearly 16 pounds of combined 
weight. This might not sound so bad if you are 
thinking of the extra pounds you have gained 
over the past 10 years, or what you plan to lose 
in the next six months, but for a camera in the 
field, whether set up on a car platform, or being 
carried over-the-shoulder-style while walking 
with the gallery, we're talking "elephant," 
"lead anchor," etc. Even my so-called hand
held camera and lens, at around six pounds, are 
heavier than most coursing enthusiasts would 
be likely to tolerate. Besides, my setup is 
expensive: something akin to operating a dog 
kennel for several years. 
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Still, once you have used an 800mm 
lens, roughly the equivalent magnification 
of 12-power binoculars, you are likely to 
rationalize away weight concerns. There is 
simply no substitute for magnifying your 
subjects, especially when they tend to run far 
into the distance in a relatively short period of 
time. 

S 
ince first revisiting open field coursing 
last year after our 20-year hiatus, we've 
noticed a raft of changes, some expected, 

some not. The overall procedures for the Grand 
Course itself are still mostly the same. Verbatim 
from the governing rules for NOFCA are the 
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following: In order to qualify for entry, hounds 
must "Accumulate 50 points (Grand Course 
to Grand Course); rare breeds and out-of-state 
hounds (per NOFCA rules, section 15d) qualify 
with 25 points; top three hounds of each breed 
who scored points during the season." 

The Grand Course is actually a 
combination of breed and mixed hunts. 
Regarding the breed hunts, "Hounds will run 
twice, once under each judge. Based on the 
combined scores of both judges, breed points 
will be awarded to those breeds represented by 
three or more hounds. Half of the entry of each 
breed advances to the final mixed stake (rare 
breed stake counts as one breed). In addition, 
any hound that wins both of its breed courses 
shall advance to the final, regardless of final 
placement in breed competition." 

safety. Many, if not most, owners have 
purchased the approximately $150 
GPS collars and $450 receivers to 
allow them to pinpoint the location 
of their hound in cases where said 
hound is lost or injured out of sight of 
the gallery. The importance of these 
devices was underscored at this year's 
Grand Course when one of the Salukis 
NOT wearing a GPS collar did indeed 
become lost. I'm happy to report that 
the dog was eventually found and 
that the grateful owner has pledged to 
purchase a GPS unit for next year's 
coursing season. 

As for the mixed hunt, "The final will be 
run as a mixed stake with hounds randomly 
drawn. There will be only one run in the mixed 
final, scored by both judges." To determine the 
placements, "The scores from the breed hunts 
and the mixed stake shall be added together to 
determine the final placements in the Grand 
Course. Ten placements shall be awarded based 
on the combined scores, with mixed points 
awarded to the top five. NOFCA breed points 
shall be awarded to the high-score hound of 
each breed with competition. The winners of all 

An equally important safety 
improvement targeted specifically for 
Greyhounds, but available for any 
hound in danger of heat stroke, is the 
collapsible dog-bathing pool carried 
in the back of the same SUV that 
I used for photographing courses. 
The portable pool is stored flat in 

Using collapsible dog-bathing pool to cool down Greyhounds 
after their course. 

the back of the SUV where it can be quickly 
accessed, the walls popped up, and the resulting 
basin filled with water from the large plastic 
jugs also kept in the back of the Toyota. Even 
though today's coursing Greyhounds are bred 
and conditioned by their owners to run the 
often considerable distances involved in open 

field coursing, outside non-regular classes shall 
be determined based on 
the combined scores of the 
entry, with the exception 
of the kennel and breeder 
classes, the winner of 
each will be the kennel 

---------------- temperatures, even as · 

((The best method for 
combating heat stroke 
[is]to immerse the dog 

in cool water.'' 

seemingly moderate as the 
low to mid-70s, can quickly 
lead to overheating, heat 
stroke, and even death. 

Sighthound sprinters 
are the most susceptible or breeder whose dogs 

entered in that class have 
the highest average score 

----------------

in the hunt." 
In the field, however, many more changes 

were evident. These days at the Grand Course 
only, hunt dogs are usually positioned on 
both ends of the gallery in a formation known 
as "Double Enders," and both of these two 
groups of hunt dogs have their own governing 
huntmaster. Obviously, if a jackrabbit breaks 
off of one end or the other of the gallery, the 
huntmaster on the end nearest the breaking hare 
will call the Tally Ho to signal for the release 
of the hunt dogs he or she is governing. Before 
hunting gets underway with hunt dogs on both 

. ends of the gallery, priority is announced, so if 
a hare breaks in the middle of the gallery, the 
huntmaster with priority will know to call the 
TallyHo. Obviously, Double Enders require 
large galleries, and that is the reason they are 
only utilized during the Grand Course. 

The most significant advances in the 
field over the last 20 years have to do with 
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to heat stroke. According 
to extensive field research 

in 2004/2005 on overheating in Greyhounds 
by John Burchard, Ph.D. and Greyhound 
breeder George Bell, Greyhounds in open
field coursing situations frequently have body 
temperatures significantly above the 100.5 
F-1 02.5 F that veterinarians and the general 
public consider the normal range for dogs. Just 
walking in the field, Greyhounds can register 
a body temperature of 1 03 F. After returning 
from a course, Greyhounds often achieve 
temperatures in the 1 08 F range and even, on 
occasion, beyond 110 F. Heavy panting, bright 
tongue, pale gums, and signs of stiffhess or 
non-functioning muscles are all indicators for 
heat stroke. 

John and George found that the standard 
advice for counteracting heat stroke by pouring 
cool water over the dogs and/or spraying them 
with a mister was only minimally effective. 
They found that far and away the best method 
for combating heat stroke in dogs was to 

SIGHTHOUND REVIEW- JOTH A NNIVERSARY ISSUE 

immerse them in cool water (not ice water, 
which can shrink the blood vessels near the 
skin and close surface skin pores, both of 
which can lead to shock or hypothermia). Also 
stressed is the importance of providing this 
remedy as soon as possible. Especially during 
periods of drought when nearby canals are 
dry, having the water and the pool in the field 
is without question a life-saving measure for 
overheated Sighthounds 

T
he third group of clearly-observable 
changes I noticed after our 20-year 
hiatus from coursing has to do with 

the hounds themselves. The mix of breeds 
in evidence at this year's Grand Course had 
clearly changed from when we used to course 
our Salukis. Specifically, there were no Borzoi 
or Scottish Deerhounds present, but one Galgo 
Espanol, three Magyar Agars, and three Silken 
Windhounds were entered. These latter three 
so-called rare breeds were unknown to us back 
in the day, but I readily admit that the ignorance 
of their existence has been our loss. Their 
keenness, speed, and skill on the coursing field 
left no doubt of their Sighthound status. In fact, 
the Galgo Espanol, TSH Easyrider Pasajera 
Serena (call name Serena) was a star performer 
in my most dynamic and dramatic action 
photographs of the entire 2014 Grand Course. 

My other jaw-dropping observation from 
our fast forward to modem-day coursing first 
occurred at the 2013 Grand Course and was 
reinforced this year. The Afghans we saw run 
in the 2013 and 2014 Grand Courses were 
like warp-speed versions of the Afghans of 
20 to 30 years ago. Regardless of the draw, 
Humbabarauma of Synergon (Humbaba) and 
Habawabanaki Bremmen of Synergon (Rabbi) 
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demonstrated that they were highly-capable 
coursing hounds that demolished any and all 
stereotypes about Afghans not being serious 
coursing Sighthounds. As my right-place
at-the-right-time photographer's luck had 
it, Humbaba was running with Serena in the 
action-sequence referenced above. The dust, 
the flying bits of earth, the leaning body, the 
swirled ear feathering, even the formidable 
teeth: Hats off to Humbaba for taking back the 
essence of his breed's beginnings! 

And then there were theWs: the Whippets 
and the Wolfhounds, smallest and largest of the 
performance-driven S ighthounds at the Grand 

capture Electra's Scimitar of Scirocco (Eli), 
the Whippet totally tucked in the fully-airborne 
flight of his double-suspension gallop. It is a 
high bar that I may not clear anytime soon, but 
try I will. 

Irish Wolfhounds, on the other hand, are 
easy to locate in the view finder and by size 
alone preserve the most pixels for cropping 
and long distance shots. Clearly, the breed 
was not developed to course hares, but these 
gentle giants don't seem to have gotten the 
message. Compared to the near-frantic leg 
cycling of the Whippets, Wolfhounds almost 
seem to be lumbering. But appearances can be 

Course. The Whippets, 
simply put, refused to be 
photographed in action at 
this year 's Grand Course. 
They are small to begin 
with (read hard for the 
auto focus of the 800 mm 
lens to distinguish from 
brush), their courses never 

--------------- deceiving. Wolfhounds 

"The mix in breeds had 
clearly changed from 

when we used to course 
our Salukis." 

may not cycle quickly, but 
the length of their strides 
is truly impressive. It is 
a special rush for me as 
a photographer to freeze
frame Wolfhounds airborne 

--------------- in a double-suspension 

broke close to where I was set up, and could 
it be that they were even quicker and more 
agile than last year? One of their breed courses 
on day one was over before I even got off the 
first shot, so perhaps my reflexes were akin to 
my fleeting youth, okay, youth that has fled. 
At the 2013 Grand Course, I did considerably 
better by briefly shouldering the 800 in the 
gallery and stopping at just the perfect time to 

gallop, and every time I slip 
into the misperception that they are not running 
as fast as the other hounds, there they are in the 
viewfinder, along with the hare. 

Because it was physically impossible for 
me to be in two fields at the same time, I saw 
and photographed far too few Ibizan Hounds 
coursing. The breed had only just started open 
field coursing when we took our hiatus. What I 
remember from those early days and what I saw 

at this year's Grand Course seem long strides 
apart. One early morning course on day two 
was probably the longest of the entire three
day event, and then minutes after the judge 
had put down his binoculars and I was unable 
to see any trace of hounds or hare through the 
800 mm lens, up they popped still running. 
Was it the same hare? I certainly can't say, 
but the answer is in some respects irrelevant 
either way. The important point is that the 
Ibizan Hounds were still running hard on a 
hare, after already having run long and hard on 
a hare. I for one was very impressed with this 
demonstration of stamina. 

0 ne thing has not changed in the Grand 
Course: The classic battle between 
initial speed with work (run up, forced 

turns, and go-bys) and lasting endurance with 
work (forced turns and go-bys) is alive and 
thriving. The two breeds which epitomize 
this struggle are, of course, Greyhounds and 
Salukis. The rivalry goes way back to ~he first 
mixed hunts and the first Grand Course. When 
it started, Greyhounds were all but ceded the 
early work, and likewise Salukis the later work. 
A significant part of the outcome was driven 
by the nature of the fields (closed/confined or 
impairing cover, as opposed to open/expansive 
or smooth ground), but the main distinction had 
much more to do with the nature of the breeds 
themselves. Simply put, the Greyhounds were 

Two Magyar Agars, Aranyagi Utanallo Fenseg CC CM and Stouthearted Chocolate Soldier, breaking for hard left turn, adeptly executed by the hare. 
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the quarter horses, and the Salukis were the 
thoroughbreds. 

Then Jane and Bob Bulman's Greyhound, 
Ch. Strider CC, CM, entered the fray and undid 
the stereotypes. Strider and his progeny swung 
the pendulum to Greyhounds with endurance. 
Not to be outdone, selective breeding for 
faster Salukis, coupled with the likely hybrid
vigor effect of infused desert-bred bloodlines, 
gradually yielded Salukis who were more 
competitive with Greyhounds during the early 
work of a course. In summary, Greyhounds 
increased their endurance, while Salukis 
increased their early speed. Like any good 
balance of power, the results were perfectly 
divided. In the last ten years that the Grand 
Course has been held, Greyhounds have placed 
first five times, and Salukis have placed first 
five times. It can't get any closer than that for 
the top honor. 

Because, as I indicated before, I couldn't 
be in two places at once, I can't even begin 
to comment on the Saluki courses during the 
breed hunts. I observed a total of one Saluki 
breed course (the morning of the second day), 
but even if I had seen all of them, as well as all 
of the Greyhound breed courses, it always has 
been, would be, and still is a fool 's errand to try 
to second guess a judge's decision, let alone the 
decisions of two judges. 

So congratulations, winners all! Also 
worth noting, the two judges, Robert Place, 
Saluki breeder from New Mexico, and Rey 
McGehee, Borzoi breeder from Idaho, worked 
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long days standing on top of vans, binoculars 
at the ready, to score each and every course. 
Without their hard work, there would be no 
points, placements, or Grand Course to wrap up 
the 2014 season. 

0 

I know that it is probably heresy to admit 
that I really don't care which breed wins the 
Grand Course. To be sure, I used to be a Saluki 
breeder and was fortunate enough to have a 
dog place 3rd in the 1972 Grand Course, but 
for me, and I suspect for many others, the hero 
is open field coursing itself and the extent that 
it garners the attention of Sighthound owners 
to never lose sight of the functional beginnings 
of their individual breeds. It is that dedication 
to capturing the often unseen aspects of· 
Sighthounds in action which brought me to the 
roof of an SUV at just the right time in just the 
right place on the 16th of February, 2014. For a 
photographer, that 's as good as it gets. 

We would like to sincerely thank all of 
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Charles Alexander, current-day coursing 
and wildlife photographer, virtually looks 
back through his 800 mm lens at himself 
40 years ago. He is shown with his Saluki 
Ch. Srinagar Cirrus a! Talat, CC, CM, 
whose primary legacy was to sire more 
open-field coursing champions than any 
other Saluki of his day. 
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our coursing friends from years gone by, as 
well as all of the welcoming participants and 
NOFCA officials whose permission, guidance, 
and support made our mission possible. If you 
would like to see more of my photographs 
from this year or the 2013 Grand Course, you 
are cordially invited to our website at http:/ I 
www.lenstreephotography.com. Just click on 
Coursing to access the galleries. 

Placements 2014 Grand Course: 
1) Huntington's Fullerton II (call name 

Fullerton); Breeder & Owner George Bell 
2) Hawks View's Who 's Zoomin Who, 

CC, CM (call name Zoomi); Breeders-Karen 
Chen & Lauren Chen; Owners-Karen Chen & 
Gwendelyn Chen 

3) GCh. Owl Ridge Outlaw, CC, CM 
(call name Josie); Breeders-Natalie Warner & 
Joel Scheinberg; Owners-Jean Warner & Joel 
Scheinberg 

4) Ch. 7SEas Parfait Whoa Is Me (call 
name Whoa); Breeders-~tephanie House, Karin 
Kelly Bums, Fiona Bennett; Owners-Sharon A. 
Walls & Mark Heddleston 

5) Eleazer, CC, CM (call name Eli); 
Breeders-Alberto Palleroni & Charlotte 
vVrather; Owners-Charlotte Wrather & Chris 
Wrather 

6) Hawks View's Secret of the Hunt, CC, 
CM (call name Hunter); Breeders & Owners-
Karen Chen & Lauren Chen ° 

7) GCh. DC Miles at Double Time's Al 
Asmaani (call name Miles); Breeder-Maria
Teresa Alcantara; Owners-Kirby Overcash & 
Catherine Comroe 

8th/9th (tie) Desert Rose (call name 
Rosie); Breeder-Charlotte Wrather; Owners
Charlotte Wrather & Chris Wrather 

8th/9th (tie) River of Babylon (call name 
Tiger); Breeder-Alberto Palleroni; Owners
Charlotte Wrather & Chris Wrather 

1 0) Farseer Jammin' Ghost Chili ORC; 
(call name Chili); Breeder-Diane Salts; 
Owners-Laurel & Don Behnke. 0 
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